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PREGNANCY AND INFANT LOSS REMEMBRANCE DAY 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [2.03 pm]: I wish to acknowledge the presence of John and 
Kate De’Laney and their daughter Mary-Jane in the Speaker’s gallery today. They have been the main supporters 
of the formal recognition of Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance Day in Western Australia, and both John 
and his daughter Mary-Jane have been present every single year that the statements have been made. 
Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance Day recognises pregnancy loss and infant death, which includes but is 
not limited to miscarriage, stillbirth, sudden infant death syndrome and the death of a newborn. It is a difficult day 
for John, Kate and Mary-Jane and for many other Australians. My heart goes out to anyone who has experienced 
the devastating loss of a child. According to the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, more than 2 000 babies 
are stillborn annually in Australia—six babies every day. Stillbirth is the biggest cause of infant death in our country 
today. The Senate Select Committee on Stillbirth Research and Education released its report in December 2018. 
In response to the report, the federal government is investing $52.4 million in perinatal services and support. This 
will help prevent, reduce and assist the more than 2 000 families affected by stillbirth each year. The president of 
the Stillbirth Centre of Research Excellence, David Ellwood, announced at the stillbirth conference in Brisbane, 
Queensland on 16 August that Western Australia will be approached to take on Safer Baby Bundle, an initiative 
aimed at reducing the stillbirth rate after 28 weeks by 20 per cent in two years. 
The announcement of the proposed relocation of the King Edward Memorial Hospital for Women has caused 
some concern to the community who cherish the memorial rose garden as a sacred place. On 11 April this year 
I provided confirmation that the memorial rose garden at King Edward Memorial Hospital will be protected 
through the hospital relocation process. It is a special and significant site, dedicated to the memory of many babies 
who have died, and we will treat it with the respect and dignity it deserves. The McGowan government has 
allocated $3.3 million to the crucial first steps in planning the relocation of King Edward Memorial Hospital to the 
Queen Elizabeth II Medical Centre site in Nedlands. As we enter the planning stage for the relocation of the 
hospital, measures to protect the garden and a number of other significant buildings will be appropriately 
considered through a thorough and transparent consultation process, with the garden remaining a significant site 
for the families of King Edward Memorial Hospital. 
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